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I am but one, but I am one.

I cannot do everything, but I can do something.

What I can do, I ought to do.

What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do.

Lord, what will you have me do?

The Motto of the Order
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Weekday readings from the scriptures appointed for Advent

and Sundays from scriptures dealing with Waiting. 
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Advent 1, November 27, 2011
Genesis 49:18:  I wait for your salvation, O Lord.
Jacob, the grandson of Abraham, utters these words as he gathers his twelve sons around him to give them his final blessing. He gives each a “suitable blessing,” one based on his knowledge of who they are and the revelation he has about what will happen to each of them in the days ahead. He makes a profound statement of his faith, not in his sons, but in the salvation that comes from God. God’s purpose – the healing and restoration of all creation – is not thwarted by humans, but it is done through them.

I am impatient and judgmental against those whose sense of time is different than mine. I noticed this most particularly when I was waiting on the bus for our group in Israel. Some were consistently late. I wish now that I had taken Jacob’s approach. What don’t I know about those who are late? What might God be revealing as I wait? What healing and restoration might be happening? 
After all, our group always arrived together!
O God, you are always more willing to wait to make us whole and to heal us than we are willing to be made whole: Help us to be patient with all that is not yet finished in our lives and in those of others and expectant of the blessing of your purpose for creation accomplished in your son Jesus. Amen.
Susanne Methven
Monday, November 28, 2011
Isaiah 64:4:  From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.
When recovering from a car wreck a few years ago, I constantly wondered why all this was “happening to me.” My outlook on life prior to the wreck was one of self-indulgence and getting ready for the “next big gig.” After the wreck, I had a few “come to Jesus meetings” although I was in denial that my God would put me in such a predicament. From being an athletic person who disliked sitting still for a long time, I became the opposite very fast, but not through any choice of my own. 

While I sat many mornings and afternoons at my parents’ house (because our house was not “wheelchair ready”) with Dr. Bedford, other friends or family members who came by to share a cup of coffee, lunch, or a piece of pie, was then this scripture sank in for me. 

Although our God puts us through trials and tribulations for which we see no real rhyme or reason, it becomes time that will heal our wounds. These wounds might not be those of the flesh but deeper personal and spiritual wounds. We have to accept that God is at the helm and will see us through. 

Dear God, give us the strength and understanding that the time you have allotted for us on this earth will be full of many trials and tribulations, but overall You will prevail and your grace will enshroud us to overcome the adversities that are laid before us. Amen. 

Michael Shimp
Tuesday, November 29, 2011
1 Corinthians 1:3:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
When we truly hear those words and hold them in our hearts, “the peace that passes all understanding” is ours. I often visit a home of mentally challenged people. I see and feel the pure love and peace that shows through each one. They help each other. They are truly happy (most of the time) just living their everyday lives. If one of them is sick or in need, they will say to me, “I’m praying for her.” They know God is watching over them, and they are truly at peace. 



Dear God, oh, that we may come to you, humbly, with such faith as a little child, knowing our source of true lasting peace. Amen.

Betty Briney
Wednesday, November 30, 2011
1 Corinthians 1:4:  I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus
Being human means embracing the sacredness and fragile state of one’s life.  It means reaching for heaven and the person next to us at the same time, and many times falling short on both counts.  

At the first Christmas, Christ came and took possession of the world.  If we open our hearts to him in deep love and desire, he will take possession of them.  If we pause in our hurried days and are silent, with his grace; we can meet him where he waits.  

 I imagine that the yield of my life will be only a few truly blessed moments made luminous by his grace, a few precious moments when the grace of his love will have succeeded in stealing into my life of ambiguous years.  My hope is that my small, daily tasks faithfully done will redeem those years.  

 
This advent, as we wait again to celebrate when Christ assumed a human life, let us pray that if he comes to us in a moment of radiant grace we will recognize him and rejoice. 

Lord Jesus, every hour of the day is holy; give me the grace to live each one as you showed us. Amen.  
Mary Ann Jarrett
Thursday, December 1, 2011
1 Corinthians 1:5,7:  for in every way you have been enriched in him…so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.
As a second-year college student, I struggle most days trying to figure out what I want to do in a few years after I graduate. Figuring out what I like and what I could see myself doing is a daunting challenge as it is. On the most challenging days, however, I find myself asking, “Why is it that God put me here and now, and what can I do for Him?” Instead of trying to figure out which of my gifts fit into a certain major requirement or job description, I realize that so long as I love whatever it is that I end up doing, God will be pleased with me. When I step back from all the stress of college life and fear of growing up, I realize that I have the greatest gifts of all time: life and the ability to make a difference in someone else’s life. So long as I can still breathe and make someone else feel loved for who God made them, there is nothing more that I lack.

Lord, grant me the strength and courage to be the person who you are calling me to be and to remember that through you all things are possible.

Amen.

Phillip Bedford
Friday, December 2, 2011
1 Corinthians 1:8:  He will also strengthen you to be the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Have you ever trained for a marathon? I haven't, but as I'm writing this, a friend of mine will be running her first marathon in NYC. She has trained for months building up her stamina, both physically and mentally. As co-workers, we have offered our support in many ways and shared our unwavering belief that she can accomplish the race. At her send-off party, she was showered with enthusiastic support and interest in the details of the event. She humbly shared with all her supporters that it was her faith and belief that had been strengthened the most during her training. Although she fully expects to complete the race, she feels she has already accomplished and experienced so much more with all our encouraging support and love. We were now the ones left humbled by her gratitude. To quote this scripture from The Message, "...God himself is right alongside to keep you steady and on track until all things are all wrapped up by Jesus." 

Grant us the gift of your spirit that we may know Christ, and make him known, and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen. 
Debra Gibson
Saturday, December 3, 2011
1 Corinthians 1:9:  God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Good news!  He believes in us!  Take a moment to fully absorb that statement.  Regardless of how much of a mess we make, as Christians we have God’s saving love.  He believes in us!  He will never give up on us and we cannot escape his love.  It’s the love of a parent for His children.  

Let us give thanks that we have been called into the fellowship.  Amen.  

Deborah Kurin
Advent 2, December 4, 2011
Psalm 27:14:  Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord.
Growing up on a farm, one learns to wait. Wait for the rain to start, then to stop; wait for the ground to dry a bit more; wait for the seedling to emerge through the nourishing soil and reach towards the sky. Sometimes, it meant waiting for a new start after the crop was beaten down by hail, and sometimes waiting would be another season or even another year. We were in a constant stage of working and waiting. The work we did was hard work, and while it made our bodies strong, it also wore many down, who had worked too hard or were getting on up in years. The elders walked with a certain knowledge, a dignity, a clarity of purpose that I envy even now. It is because, I believe, they had learned that waiting is simply part of life and the journey to the exit we will all face when one day we join the Lord for eternity. So we wait, we wait in a theatre line, in a shopping line, at a stop light; we wait to be next. We wait to be first. None of this waiting affords much fulfillment. The simple love of God we had as a child came instantly, or did it? Were we just better at waiting because we intensely believed? As I knelt down for my evening prayers, I humbly began, “Lord, in all your loving might, help me to wait for you" and ended with "Thank you, Lord, for always waiting on me." So it may be that waiting may be the very exercise that results in spiritual strength. As I opened my eyes, my heart again felt strength. Courage will come to those who wait. As we enjoy the steps that occur as we reach the ultimate celebration of Christ's birth, let us be thankful for the moments we wait. Perhaps we even send a prayer upwards in thankfulness that regardless how we rush that the Lord is waiting for us! 

Mari Masterson
Monday, December 5, 2011
2 Peter 3:8:  But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.

This passage doesn’t seem, at first, to be difficult to get one’s arms around.  Humans , of course, are the animals with clocks and calendars, so we order our lives in segments of time to which we can relate; work and school 5 days in a row, weekends 2 days in a row, just 40 something more days until Christmas, and so on.  

God has neither clock nor calendar.  He is infinite, always was, and always will be.  Wow!  Forever is a long way off in both directions.  

So here we are, insignificant in the broad view of human things by human measurement.  Yet in the divine view, we are one of his children, special and unique.  He watches us as if we each were the only one.  

Peter is telling us to stay the course, be faithful, and receive the promise and to forget looking at the clock or calendar because it is always now.  

Lord, let me live each moment as if it were the first and last gift that you have given me.  Amen.  

Jack Kelly
Tuesday, December 6, 2011
2 Peter 3:9:  The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.
I just returned from St. John's 60th anniversary pilgrimage to Italy.   It was a wonderful experience on many levels.   It was more than just a trip as we maintained a spiritual focus throughout our travels.   I discovered how interesting the Italian people are.   I guess I have always considered the Italians to be devout Catholics in general,    but I found out that most Italians are basically agnostic.   It is said that Italians go to church five times in their lives: baptism, catechism, confirmation, marriage, and death.   Most are going through the motions of being Christians.   It seemed so strange to me.   There they are in a country with so many beautiful churches, basilicas, religious artwork, Vatican City, and the Pope!   This scripture is saying to each of us that God is patient with us.   Living as many Italians do near the Pope, St. Peter's, or the Sistine Chapel does not mean you are a Christian.   Each of us has to actively work at it.   God is waiting patiently for each of us to come to him on a more personal basis.   We must put our faith in him.   He has offered us everlasting life, but we must actively ask for it from him.   God wants us to love him and to love others as we love ourselves.    

Steve Taylor
Wednesday, December 7, 2011
2 Peter 3:11-12:  What sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and goodliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God…?
As I write, there are many things going on in the world that seem to be making old things dissolve: Occupy Wall Street, stock market roller coaster, Euro zone instability, US government gridlock, start-up of Presidential campaign rhetoric filling the media, even the Episcopal Church’s relationship with the Anglican Communion. You might add on top of this the upheavals of personal life: death, birth, illness, job loss. Is this period truly more unstable than usual, or does life always seem scarier when we are in the middle of things? The author asks what we are to do. We each have many anchors in our lives which help us try to lead lives of “holiness and godliness.” One of my anchors is St. John’s church: the people and, literally, the place. I am grateful for the gift that has been given to me to be in relation with this place for the past 27 years of my life, and I believe that our community of believers does indeed help to hasten “the coming of the day of God.” 

Donna Farrior
Thursday, December 8, 2011
2 Peter 3:13:  But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.
In our lives, we love anticipating anything we think will be good. I love to travel, and pack very early, read everything I can find on the destination, read novels or poetry set in the place or by authors of the place, and enjoy anticipating seeing new sights and meeting new people.  I always make a travel notebook or a home movie. I can’t imagine the thrill of awaiting the coming of righteousness.  Understanding the idea of new heavens and new earths where discord is not present is enticing.   We seek peace and comfort at home, and try to follow the ideals of St Francis as he teaches us, “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,” but we realize that in this life, we will never achieve righteousness.  These early Christians must have been anticipating the promise of the second coming of Christ with an excitement that we cannot even imagine.

 Lord, please help us to seek righteousness and to live as though your coming is eminent. Amen.
Paula Smith
Friday, December 9, 2011
2 Peter 3:14:  Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish.

Waiting.... such a hard thing to do. Depending on the reason for waiting dictates my reaction to the wait. Some waits are natural and don't bother me, but some waits are maddening. Here the writer is advising us to use this time for self-examination and improvement. After an airline changes a time for a flight, I need all the time to change my attitude about them. I find that waiting really can change me as I have the time to look at my actions and work towards improving. Waiting forces us to change.
Lord, help me to improve myself while I wait for you. Amen.

Kathy Magrini
Saturday, December 10, 2011
2 Peter 3:15:  and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
It was September 1965, early afternoon; I was desperate. My mother had been dead five years, and I had not allowed God in my life since then. I was angry, having problems with my father and his mistress. This afternoon in desperation, I fell on my knees, pounding the floor, crying and begging God, if He existed, to help me leave Cuba or give a sign that I was never going to leave. I was 18 years old. 

While still on my knees, I was told that a Government inspector had just arrived with my traveling papers. I had waited three years. I thanked God and went on with my life. He had waited five years to reach me and still I did not accept Him. It would be twenty years until I was at a Cursillo meeting that I would accept God in my life and then another year for me to accept Jesus Christ. 

God had patiently waited all those years, always trying to reach me, always showing me His love while I continued to deny Him. God's patience saved my life, and His patience guided me to Jesus Christ. 

Today, I am a Daughter of the King and dedicate my life to prayer and service For His Sake. 

God, Heavenly Father, thank you for your patience waiting on us to realize that salvation comes only from You through Your Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Laura Richardson
Advent 3, December 11, 2011
Psalm 37:34:  Wait for the Lord, and keep to his way, and he will exalt you to inherit the land; you will look on the destruction of the wicked.
I think this is telling us to put our faith in the Lord. We should attempt always to try to do good and walk in the way the Lord would want us to. That is, always try to do good acts and act kindly to those we interact with. Let your hope come from Him, and depend completely on Him. As a young child, I remember having to wait my turn on many occasions, i.e., participating in a game, reading aloud in class, leading the class to the library, etc. Being an impatient sort of person I still struggle with "waiting.”   As my faith grows deeper and my relationship with the Lord becomes more personal, I try to wait in obedience as His servant. 

 Dear Heavenly Father, please give us the strength and patience to wait on your plan for us all. Remind us to love one another with our whole hearts.  Amen.

Kristine Taylor
Monday, December  12, 2011
1 Thessalonians 5:16:  Rejoice always…for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
Rejoice always? Paul must be crazy. I imagine that is what the Thessalonians could have been thinking. Sure their teenage daughters didn't have driver's licenses, but I'd wager they still had plenty to worry about. Like them, we too are busy each day with a multitude of tasks required for survival, and certainly we all encounter tragedy and loss. Given these things, rejoicing may not make the “to do” scroll. Yet Paul still reminds us to rejoice always. I think it’s because he knew firsthand the love of Jesus and understood the beauty of God's creation. Remembering Paul's message during difficult times can help us sharpen our survival skills. If we practice it every day, we can help others sharpen theirs. 

Lord, help me remember to rejoice in you always and remember your will for me through your son Christ Jesus. Amen! 

Jay Cline
Tuesday, December 13, 2011
1 Thessalonians 5:17:  Pray without ceasing…for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
There was a time in my life when I was not comfortable with prayer. It was something easy to do when I was petitioning for my "wants" or for what I thought were my "needs." Communicating with God on a daily basis, however, simply was not something that I would fit into my schedule. When I did pray, it was because praying was what a good Episcopalian was supposed to do. Today, prayer has become the total center of my life. Because of that, my prayers now are mostly those of gratitude because I recognize and appreciate my many blessings. In a training manual I recently completed for Pastoral Care Visitors at St. John Medical Center, I wrote a full chapter on prayer. I never "force" prayer upon patients. I allow prayer to be at their request . . . and it usually is. When I know that I am entering into a difficult situation, I pause at the patient's door before knocking and say, "Dear God: I can't. You can. Please do." And He always does! Prayer is something that God wants for us. It brings Him closer to us, and it brings us closer to Him. Ah, the blessing of a conversation! 

Dear God, thank you for giving me the comfort and joy that I receive from daily prayer . . . whether I am alone or with others. Amen.

Barbara Reinhart
Wednesday, December 14, 2011
1 Thessalonians 5:18:  Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
Not long ago my young grandson left an opened package of Oreo cookies in his room.  Their dog ate every one and was very sick as a result.  I caught up with the incident days later when he told his dad, “Quit talking about it; I feel bad enough already.”  His patient and loving father said, “Son, I just want you to learn from your mistakes.”  

 I love Thessalonians!  Paul is telling the Thessalonians to be thankful for everything, not just the good stuff.  When babies are learning to walk, they fall down but get up and try again.  In school we may get a poor grade but, hopefully, we work to do better.  As adults, we carry regrets for something we did or said thoughtlessly or hurtfully.  We ask for forgiveness and give thanks to God for the opportunity to learn from the experience.  Then we try to focus on doing that!  

 It is much more difficult to give thanks for more serious things like illness, divorce, deaths, or tragedies of nature that kill, wound, and leave people with nothing.  But if we are patient, have faith that God loves us and try to learn something from it, in time we surely will. 

 Gracious God, thank you for the gift of years You have given me to do Your will instead of my own, to serve others instead of myself, and help me to “give thanks in all circumstances.” Amen.  

Betty Bilbrey
Thursday, December 15, 2011
1 Thessalonians 5:19:  Do not quench the Spirit.
Spirit is much like living water that flows into our lives and out. When we build our ego dams we stop this flow. Water that isn't moving in and out often becomes stagnant and dead. As the Sea of Galilee receives fresh water, it grows the lake with living fish and plants providing beauty and opportunity for all and flows through the Promised Land providing the life supporting water for fields, animal and man. It then flows into the Dead Sea which has no outlet, and because the water has nowhere to go, it kills everything in and around it. This is what God is asking us not to do. "Do not quench the Spirit". We are to receive God's Spirit, like our Baptismal water, allowing it to fill our lives with joy and blessings so that

we can then choose to allow God’s Spirit to be poured out on our fellowman.

God, help us all to open up ourselves in every way to receive your life giving Spirit. Help us from building those self-centered ego dams which quench the flow of your powerful Love. Amen.

Beth Dunkin
Friday, December 16, 2011
1 Thessalonians 5:20-22:  Do not despise the words of the prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.
One year for Christmas, I received my very first watch in my stocking. It was a little Timex with a light blue leather band. On the face was written “shock proof and water resistant.” My first impulse was to test the watch to make sure the manufacturer’s claims were true. Before the day was over, I had intentionally dropped the watch a few times and run water over it in the bathroom sink. I had to have evidence in order to believe. The watch continued to run for several years despite my tests.

In reading the scriptures, when I question and search for their relation to my daily life, they become real. Perhaps it is when we put the words of the prophets to the test in our own way we discover their truth and they become our own.

 Dear God, the gift of your Son is all the evidence we need of your love for us. Help us in our daily walk to search only for what is good. Amen

Pam Diaz
Saturday, December 17, 2011
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24:  May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and sould and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.
I can see my grandmother, “Nanny”, saying a prayer very similar to what Paul is praying here with the Thessalonians. My 3 brothers and I, ages only about 4 years apart and very competitive with each other, were raised by my grandparents from an early age on their ranch in South Texas until college graduation. I remember those hot summer days in my pre-teens, when she packed us all into her un-air-conditioned car for the infrequent trip over dirt and caliche roads (before getting to the highway) to buy supplies in town, see a movie, or buy 25-cent comic books at the drugstore. Oh how we would impishly fight over getting to ride shotgun, getting a window seat, and taking an opportunity to “get even” with each other now that the authority figure was distracted with driving. Sometimes the mayhem in the back seat warranted her stopping and putting the trouble-maker out of the car, to sulk and be left behind, thus ending his dreams of the good times ahead. Fortunately, she always came back to get us! 

Yes, I can see her, and now I myself, praying to “the God of peace” to set us apart, to be kept sound and blameless until that destination appears, the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Duncan Gravis
Advent 4, December 18, 2011
Lamentations 3:26:  It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.
That verse seemed so simple at first glance until I looked at what's around it. The situation in Lamentations reminds me uncomfortably of some of the more troubling parts of the daily news. And then there's this poet! As if trying to force the surrounding chaos into order, he puts his account into an odd alphabet song. In this third/middle chapter each group of three verses begins with the same letter. In the group our verse comes from, each verse begins with the same word—good.

"Good, good, good," rings out like a sanctus bell in a refugee camp. Well, that's startling enough to make me wait right there. So I wait for the Lord (I've sung that often enough). No, not for the Lord, for the Lord's salvation. That's new. A few verses earlier the poet wrote that God's mercies are new every morning. So I'm never really faced with the same old thing. My challenges, God's mercies, and my waiting—all are new every day. So on this fourth Advent Sunday, as far away from Christmas as a fourth Advent Sunday can be, I wait.

Holy One, teach me patience, or at least teach me to use my stubbornness as if it were patience. Teach me to wait. Break through the bustle of this season and teach me to wait quietly. Wake me anew every morning and open my eyes to see your salvation.Amen.

Tom Vinson
Monday, December 19, 2011
Luke 1:28:  [Gabriel] came to [Mary] and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you."
An angel has never appeared to me with such stupendous information! However, I have been greatly "favored" with a long life. I have been given time to make amends for many mistakes and blessed with forgiveness by my Lord (and friends, I hope). I have always been favored with the presence of my Lord, but I have not always known or acknowledged his presence. I have been favored with happiness but had enough trial and tribulation to humble me and help me to relate to others. I have been favored with the great gift of Jim and our family. 

Thank you, Lord! As my earthly life comes to an end with the problems and pain of old age, remind me of your gifts and give me cheerfulness, patience, and ability to help others. Amen. 

Pat Dancer
Tuesday, December 20, 2011
Luke 1:30:  [Gabriel] said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God."
Five years ago, I lost two very precious people, my mother and my husband. Mother died on a Friday, and we interred her ashes the next Wednesday. That night my husband suffered an aortic dissection, and the next morning, he died. It was all I could do to believe that God would do this to me. I prayed for an answer to “Why?” knowing that I would never have it answered. I would never again be able to ask my mother for advice, and I was all alone in my house now. I think God showed me how I could make it on my own. After all, I had the support of my family, friends, and the church. So here I am today doing better than I ever thought I would five years ago. I have accepted that there is no answer to “Why?” but that life will go on with the love of God. I try to remind myself, on bad days, that He gave up his son for us. The least I can do is keep my faith and know where two of my loved ones are today because of His sacrifice. 

 Almighty God, we thank you for your teachings. We thank you for your love and understanding. We thank you for the comfort in knowing that we may know eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Ann Byrd
Wednesday, December 21, 2011
Luke 1:31:  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.
When I read this verse my thoughts are with “Joy” and the knowing of how God touched me with his joy when I was blessed with my three children.  The feeling of his spiritual love that came over me each time I learned I had conceived my children is one that is hard to explain. Just as my parents were touched to share with me your loving joy, I knew that God wanted me to also share with my children your eternal love. I know Jesus lives in their hearts and souls as he does in mine, and I pray God will guide them as he has me in sharing his greatest “Joy.”

Dear Lord, thank you for sharing with me and my family your gifts of love and joy, and holding us all close in your heart.  Amen.

Debbie Hensley
Thursday, December 22, 2011
Luke 1:35:  The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called the Son of God.
Since I was a teenager, I have known I had guardian angels around me. Most of the time, they are just there. Sometimes they give me a surprising, “Heads up; this is going to happen.” They have never been wrong. Don’t you wonder how Mary, a teenager herself, must have felt when the angel told her she would be the mother of God? I believe God sent each one of us to earth with specific tasks to perform or things to experience knowing that our personal angels will always be there to guide and support us. We are to do our best, knowing that no matter how big or small our assignment, it will change the world around us. We won’t change the whole world as Mary did, but those around us will know we have touched their lives.

God, no matter what my task, help me to perform it in a way pleasing to you, and to make the lives of those around me a little better. Amen.

Shirley Elkins
Friday, December 23, 2011
Luke 1:37, 38:  The angel said to her,"…for nothing will be impossible with God."
A little over a year ago, I had lost my job of six years. At the time, I looked at it positively thinking of it as an opportunity to start an exciting new career. I prayed on my next move and felt strongly that God had a plan for me. So I started plugging away and sending out my resume feeling that before I knew it I would be hired. Then the year mark of losing my job came and went with no job in sight. I have to admit at this point I was feeling very frustrated wondering what exactly was the plan God had for me and did it include a job. Then just as I had started to resign myself to just going back to my old career, my prayers were answered! I now work in a career that incorporates my love of music. It's a job that I never knew existed before, that was beyond even what I had prayed for. I recognize now that God does indeed have a plan for all of us! Sometimes in the midst of my doubts and fury, it was hard to remember. Through my struggle I have learned to be patient and listen because with God nothing is impossible. 

-
Emily Mock
Saturday Christmas Eve, December 24, 2011
Luke 1:38:  Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word."
You have to admire the faith of this young girl who has just been told by an angel that she will become pregnant with a child, without knowing a man, and that the child will be the Son of God. She accepts, knowing how this will look in her 1st century Jewish world. Almost a death sentence, yet she accepts this unbelievable almost impossible proposal without question. Would that our faith could be this strong and un-questioning!

 Dear God, give us all the faith of Mary to accept the Word of God without question or hesitation and to follow Him without any reservations.   Amen. 

Charlie Nutter
Sunday, Christmas 1, December 25, 2011
Psalm 62:5-6:  For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him. He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
It seems to me we find out most of who we are in our times of trial and distress. Recently, I had been laid off and found myself spending daunting hours and days sending out resumes and applications in the relentless pursuit of a "job." Days turned to weeks, weeks to months, and I found my life being changed. My life was changed not from the continual daily toil grinding away in search of a job but changed in my heart from the longing to better understand God's plan for me and his direction in my life. The whole process of hunting, waiting, interviewing, and searching can seem a bit daunting, especially when economic times are harder and jobs are so few and far between. This is the time I felt so compelled and called to turn even more so than usual to my prayers for others and even for his directions in my life. Somehow my continued faith and deep belief that whether he directed me to a path which I felt he wanted or whether my path was meant to change. I was at a place I called a crossroads and have felt that my need for his guidance was crucial at this point even more now than ever before. As time passed and interviews came and went as I turned to him for even more guidance through my daily toil, I found the usual sense of urgency (about the need for a job) melt away and become a sense of peace and understanding. No matter what was going to happen, God was my rock and my salvation, and I was not going to be shaken. My steadfast trust in my prayers and his guidance would take me to new and unexpected paths and journeys. Truly for God alone, my soul waits. 

And He answers. 

Evaratt McPhail
Monday, December 26, 2011
Hebrews 1:1:  Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and vairous ways by the prophets
ADVICE FOR LIVING 

Emancipate your heart from hate; 

Hate can snuff the spirit. 

The hater is cut off from God. 

The hated is forgiven by God. 

Liberate your mind from worry; 

Faith frees your soul to fly, 

And try a hundred thousand things 

Before you in a grave will lie. 

Live the unpretentious life; 

Simplicity is life's best blueprint. 

Good men have always faced life so, 

And then to heaven bravely go. 

Bestow more gifts on those you love, 

And those who need your generosity. 

For heaven does not need your wealth; 

Giving is the path to health. 

Expect less of life and all its parts; 

Disappointment lies in anticipations great. 

The habit of the humble now assume 

And life abundant can for you resume. 

Sarah Lindsey
Tuesday, December 27, 2011
Hebrews 1:2:  but in these  last days he as spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds.
He, God, has spoken to us not by the prophets of the Old Testament but by his son, Jesus, co-creator of the worlds. He sent Jesus to speak to us even more directly and to explain the plan of God the father for His peoples. Since the Son is the heir of all things, we are His also. Jesus said that every lamb knows the voice of his shepherd and will come out of danger for his master's voice. How many times we have been in danger of disbelief, disillusionment, discouragement, and into the waiting pause of prayer, there has whispered a still, small voice, saying, "Fear not, for Lo, I am with you always..." What a promise! 

Father God, thank you for the matchless gift of your Son, so worth the waiting of Advent, and thank you for the gift of joy we experience during those forty days of anticipation. In Jesus' name, Amen.
Martha Hicks
Wednesday, December 28, 2011
Hebrews 1:3:  He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.
As a young girl, I became concerned about what God is like. So I asked people at church. “God is like a father,” one man told me. I wondered about that because my dad liked to ski and watch football more than almost anything else, and I didn’t think that God really cared about either one. My older sisters threw out confirmation-sized words like “omnipotent” and “eternal.” Another person told me that God is just. “Just what?” I thought. I finally asked my mom. “Well,” she said. “God is like Jesus.” I suddenly remembered the stories I had heard about Jesus. So this is what God is like: the Good Shepherd, the Healer, the Feeder of the five thousand. Jesus himself told us what God is like when Philip asked him to show the disciples the Father, and Jesus told him, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” What a wonderful, compassionate God we serve. 

 O Lord, reveal yourself to us in the person of Jesus Christ and may we be conformed to his image. Amen. 

Lane Duel
Thursday, December 29, 2011
Hebrews 1:3b-4:  When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
Recently I was able to spend several days on the beach in Florida on vacation with a very dear friend. On the first night, I had the opportunity to sit on the beach and watch the sunset. It was truly breathtaking. I was unable to remember the last time that I had taken the chance simply to observe the natural beauty that surrounds us each and every day. Sitting on the beach watching a beautiful sunset reminded me of God's grace and beauty. It truly will be a beautiful and wondrous time when we are able to sit in God's presence and see his beauty. 

God, please help me to always be mindful of Your beauty and grace. I am truly thankful for the beauty that you place in my life daily.  Amen.
Grant McElwee
Friday, December 30, 2011
Hebrews 1:5a:  For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son; today I have begotten you?"
God the Son paid the price expected of Him by His Father and the reward for this righteousness was to “sit in honor at my right hand.” Can any of us imagine asking our children or ourselves the price God asked of His Son in order to do this? If only, I ask God, I could have a peek into what He has in store for my life and the lives of those I love. After all, wouldn’t it be so much less painful and more productive if I knew? I could redirect the course, speak more lovingly, knowledgeably. The end result would be “perfect,” and I could see myself as an angel God had begotten. The truth is I received what we all receive: an invitation. We are not angels; God reserved that status for His Son. I wasn’t asked to die a brutal death to be accepted; I was simply asked to trust Him and to have faith. It sounds so simple in easy times. 

Again and again, I ask myself how God could see through what He asked of His Son’s decision to be obedient: Love. All He asks of me is to trust Him.

God, Father, I thank you for your Grace, for Your loving acceptance of my flaws. I ask you to remind me when I assert your gift of “female intuition” of the promise I made to trust you and to have faith that it’s You and not my own direction I agreed to follow. Strengthen my resolve when I lose my way. Amen. 

Peggy Byrne
 Saturday, December 31, 2011
Hebrews 1:5b:  Or again, "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"?
Sources that I checked dated the book of Hebrews to 50-95 AD which follows Paul’s authentic writing and pre-dates most of the gospels except perhaps Mark. The authorship of Hebrews is unknown, but the purpose of the author’s writing is not. Christ’s personhood and sacrificial death are key components. 

This particular quotation first appears in 2nd Samuel 7:14 and again in 1st Chronicles 17:13 and 22:10. In the Hebrew scriptures a “son of God “ was someone who was particularly close to God, particularly a descendent of David. The last citation informs David that Solomon, not David, is to build the Temple in Jerusalem. 

Our quotation completes the assurance that God continues to speak to God’s people as God had spoken through the prophets of old. God also spoke to some through the angels, but now God is speaking through God’s Son. This is the highest level of messenger since the angels were never told that they had God as a Father nor can they claim Sonship in relation to God. 

Loving parent, help us to remember that You also claim us. Help our actions to show this as we are out in the world. Amen. 

Marilyn Bedford
Christmas 2, January 1, 2012
Romans 8:19:  For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God….
We often find ourselves “waiting” or wanting to find a place to understand God’s work in our daily lives. During our fourteen years of marriage, we’ve grown older, and our responsibilities have mounted: marriage, children, careers, moves, and the many other ways that our needs have become intertwined with those of others. At times, it has become harder to understand just what God’s will and purpose for our lives are. As a result, we have often prayed merely for the faith and patience to wait for God’s plan to reveal itself. This is much easier said than done! We would prefer to know now, but we’ve learned that if we place our trust in God and wait patiently, he will always respond, often with an answer that is much different and greater than what we could have anticipated it to be. 

 Almighty God, grant us faith and patience during this holiday season and during the year to come, not to always seek our own needs as we understand them, but to trust that your guiding power and goodness will provide for us. Amen.

Robert and Stephanie Byrd
Monday, January 2, 2012
Galatians 4:4-5:  But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, so that we migh receive adoption as children.
Where did I come from? Why am I here? What am I supposed to do? Where am I going? When will it all change? The myriad of questions swirling about us throughout our lives is often overwhelming. There are times when we seem to feel stuck. Many years ago, my world seemed to collapse around me: emotionally, physically, monetarily. All that I had worked and planned for, all the dreams and hopes seemed to just disappear in a slow downward spiral in the course of two years. There were only a few constants left: my boys, my work ethic, and church. I attended church over the years, but that was about it. I attended. In a time of despair, the church was still there for me with a listening ear, a comforting hand, and prayer. It took some perseverance, hard work, and a lot of little prayers and blessings. 

God waited until history had reached his appointed time and sent Jesus to us so that our burdens would be lifted and fill us with the Holy Spirit. God steps in right on time in the fullness of time, not a moment too soon not a moment too late. It helps if we are ever prayerful, and I will always be working on that. 

Lord, teach me to be patient – with life, with people, and myself. Teach me to trust your sense of timing rather than my own. Help me understand and appreciate the wiser plan that you laid out for me. Teach me to slow down and see the loveliness of life and all that it holds. Amen. 

Doug Crews

Tuesday, January 3, 2012
Galatians 4:6:  And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”

This scripture reminds me that children, for the most part, want and strive to please their parents. When they do they are happy or joyous. We are all children of God and therefore should want and strive to please God, our Heavenly Father. Sometimes, we, like children, misbehave; when we do, we are sad like children. Pleasing God is, in some ways, an active form of prayer, so let us pray by doing things that are pleasing to God. 

Dear Father in Heaven, help us to be more like children in having faith and trusting in You. Let us pray by doing things that are pleasing to You. Amen.

Tom Owens

Wednesday, January 4, 2012
Galatians 4:7:  So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.
Most scholars believe that Paul wrote this in about 55 C.E. It was directed to the Christians from Macedonia or Ephese. Mosaic Law required certain dietary restrictions as well as mandating circumcision. Paul desires to assure the epistle’s recipients that they are freed from these demands while yet being entitled to the divine promises believed to have been made to Abraham and his offspring. There is a message which many of us today consider a cornerstone of our daily living. We are not constrained by legalistic dictates established in an earlier age which science and reason can’t justify. Instead, the overpowering dictum is to love and assist others. This needs to be the vehicle driving our interactions with one another. Perhaps we are more cognizant of this guideline at Advent. Let us remember, however, that the needs of others exist throughout a year’s calendar. Your kindness in June will be appreciated fully as much as in January. 

Let us rejoice in the freedom which our faith delivers. Living those convictions can best be expressed through our manifestation of love and caring to those we encounter. 

Randy Spencer

Thursday, January 5, 2012
Ephesians 1:3:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chirst, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.
When I think of the blessings with which our Lord has filled my life, I am overwhelmed. My mother was the most spiritual person I have ever known and the lessons I learned growing up with her taught me to recognize the blessings of my Lord and Savior. The adversities that were ultimately experienced as I matured were just another way for me to experience the blessings that inevitably resulted. “Everything happens for the best” was the rule of my life. Sure enough, Mom was right – I just had to look for the good. The guidance of our Lord was always there. As a member of St. John’s Prayers & Squares ministry, I have often seen the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Many times the quilts that are selected for individuals that we do not know speak to a special talent, color scheme or need of the recipient. The blessings bestowed on my life daily are truly gifts of our Lord.



Trust in the Lord with all of your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all ways acknowledge Him and He will make straight your paths. Proverbs 3:5-6.

Barbara Lawson

Friday, Epiphany, January 6, 2012
Ephesians 3:7:  Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power.
I am in awe of the realization that God loved us so much that he came to earth as a servant to the whole world. Jesus asks us in turn to be servants to others.  

As I pray, study scripture, read, listen, and learn, God’s grace – the gift that I receive which is completely unconditional and unwarranted – enables me to strive to do his will in all that I undertake.  His grace gives me the power to serve him as a minister of his word.  

God’s love for me is unfailing.  He has always been a part of my life; however, I have not always acknowledged his presence and sometimes made choices that caused me to turn completely away from following him.  But I have never denied him.  And now as I advance in years and the wisdom that comes with age settles upon me, my focus is on being his servant in a world that feels quite chaotic and sometimes dark.  My prayer is that the power of his grace will help me brighten up the little corner of my world in ways he has planned for me to do.

O God, my father, my brother, my guide, grant me the power of your grace to be for you a servant of your gospel.  Amen.
Karen Kelly
WE LOVE BECAUSE GOD FIRST LOVED US

1 John 4:19
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